SANITATION
o AND WATER

Bhutan

Summary of country engagement at SWA

Bhutan joined SWA in 2017. The National 12th Five Year Plan (2018-2023) highlights water,
sanitation and hygiene as a priority for the Kingdom, emphasizing the need for "Sustainable water-
ensured water for all "and a more efficient management of wastes. In addition to the Five-Year
Plan, the government prioritized water security and therefore, a flagship program with the objective
to provide 24x7 safe drinking water is underway to address issues of low accessibility despite the
high-water availability. Bhutan's joining of SWA was inspired by participation in a multi-stakeholder
process in Pakistan. The two lead ministries (Ministry of Health and Ministry of Works and Human
Settlement) in consultation with other relevant sectors have harmonized the SDG 6.1 and 6.2
indicators with the National Key Result Areas (NKRA 8 and 15) of the 12th Five Year Plan (2018-
2023). Bhutan’s planning process is based on inclusive bottom up planning where local
governments prioritise developmental activities according to the local needs aligned with NKRAs.

Commitments by the government

Commitment Body/ Target Progress Constituency  Progress
Organizations = Year Description

100% basic Ministry of 2020 Government 75%

sanitation Health

coverage in at
least 50% of
the Gewogs
(Blocks) of the
country.

Develop an MoWSH 2020 Government 25%
inclusive

national road

map for

sanitation and

hygiene.
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Commitment Body/ Target Progress Constituency  Progress

Organizations = Year Description
Establish Ministry of 2019 Government 75%
baseline for Health
SDG 6.2
Explore proper MoWSH 2021 Government Reviewing prog

cost recovery
mechanism to
meet out
operational
expenditure for
urban WASH
infrastructure.

Commitments by partners

Commitment Body/ Target Progress Constituency  Progress
Organizations Year Description

Forge Bhutan Toilet 2021 Civil Society 25%

partnership Org

with the

Ministry of

Health to reach
out to the most
vulnerable
populations
that were left
behind in order
to give them
access to
adequate toilet
facilities.
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Commitment Body/ Target Progress Constituency  Progress
Organizations = Year Description

Lobby with Bhutan Toilet 2020 Civil Society 100%
government to Organization

pass the

National

Sanitation

Policy and

become an

implementing

partners of the

policy.

Upgrade all old  Bhutan Toilet 2020 Civil Society 50%
school toilets Org
to improved PF

toilet using

SATO

technology

(toward Zero

pit latrine in

schools) and

push for new

school toilets

to use equally

resilient

technology in
partnership

with Ministry of
Education and
UNICEF

Bhutan.

Focal Points

GOVERNMENT

Ms. Dechen Yangden
Ministry of Works and Human Settlement

CIVIL SOCIETY

Ugyen Lhendup
National Convenor
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https://swa.phoenixdesignaid.dev/node/1581
https://swa.phoenixdesignaid.dev/node/7286

News

View all News & Stories
News

It’'s Time to Push for Water and Sanitation in Climate Policy

Extended deadlines for national climate plans present a crucial opportunity for the water and sanitation
sector to influence climate policy. SWA looks at key takeaways from the webinar : Countdown to COP30:
Prioritizing Water and Sanitation in...

20 Feb

News

As Water Disasters Increase, How do We Impact Climate Policy?

In 2024, water disasters claimed at least 8,700 lives, displaced 40 million people, and caused over $550
billion in economic losses, according to The Guardian. These included catastrophic rainfall in Spain, and
record-breaking droughts in Brazil...

24 Jan

News
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President Akufo-Addo of Ghana Signs Compact on Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene

The President of the Republic of Ghana, H. E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, today signed a historic
Presidential Compact on Water Sanitation and Hygiene, as part of the government’s commitment to
improving public health, increasing climate resilience...

28 Aug
News

Boosting Political Will and Accountability: Six Lessons from the
Dushanbe Water Conference

Last week, SWA'’s Head of Policy Lucinda O’Hanlon attended the Dushanbe Water Conference in
Tajikistan, emphasizing the need for increased political prioritization on water and sanitation, as well as
more accountability. Today, she’s reflecting back...

19 Jun
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