
Sierra Leone
Summary of country engagement at SWA

Priority country : Multi-stakeholder approaches

Sierra Leone joined SWA in 2010. Sierra Leone to a large extent has been building on and
implementing the use of country systems, this is manifested through the constant engagement
between Government and its development partners, in order to ensure alignment of donor
programs with not only the overall Government development Agenda but also with the strategic
plans of the ministries.

Commitments by the government

Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress
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Create a
resilient water
supply system
for the western
area of Sierra
Leone.
Through that,
we aim to
provide
universal
access to safe
water supply
for all
inhabitants of
Freetown and
the Western
Area by
protecting the
Western Area
Peninsula
National Park
(WAPNP),
constructing 10
new dams and
developing 3
large dams
(including
treatment
facilities and
transmission
and distribution
systems).

Ministry of Water
Resources

2028 Government 25%

Increase
government
budgetary
allocation for
WASH
services from
3% of the GDP
to 10% by
2023 and scale
up domestic
resource
mobilization for
WASH
services.

Ministry of
Finance

2023 Government 25%
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Reduce open
defecation
from 17% to
11% by 2023
and implement
sanitation at
scale to ensure
no one is left
behind.

Ministry of
Health and
Sanitation

2023 Government 50%

Review SDG 6
Action Plan
with realistic
timelines, since
the adoption of
the SDGs in
2015.

Ministry of
Health and
Sanitation

2023 Government 50%

Commitments by partners

Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress

Continue to
manage the
Kingtom fecal
sludge
treatment plant
in the western
urban area of
Freetown.

GOAL - SL 2024 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress

Support the
Government to
provide
improved
holistic WASH
services in 6
chiefdoms in
Moyamba
District.

Living Water Intl.
SL

2024 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress
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Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress

Support the
Government to
organize Joint
Sector Review,
including
WASH-BAT
analysis,
resulting in
National Action
Plan for WASH.

UNICEF-SL 2024 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress

Continue to
support the
Government in
ending open
defecation and
in delivering
safely
managed
sanitation.

UNICEF - SL 2025 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress

Support the
Ministry of
Health and the
Ministry of
Water
Resources and
Sanitation to
improve WASH
in health care
facilities in the
Koinadugu
District.

Medicos del
Mundo

2025 Civil Society Reviewing progress
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Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress

Support the
government to
organize a
private sector
forum for
increased
investment in
WASH,
including
determining
sanitation
business
models.

UNICEF-SL 2024 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress

Support the
government in
providing
access to
reliable and
safe drinking
water in hard-
to-reach
communities in
our operational
districts
(Western Area
Urban,
Tonkolili, and
Port Loko
district).

Concern
Worldwide

2025 Civil Society Reviewing progress

Advocate for
clean drinking
water in the
slum
communities of
Freetown.

West Africa
Women and
Girls
Empowerement

2025 Civil Society Reviewing progress
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Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress

Support the
Government to
strengthen
existing
infrastructures
of Government,
e.g., the district
development
coordination
committee.

Goal - SL 2025 External
Support
Agencies

Reviewing progress

As Sierra
Leonean
CSOs, we
commit to
monitor
progress
against
commitments,
and take into
account the
political will
demonstrated
by the
Government
and support the
implementation
of commitments
where
appropriate.

WASH-Net
Sierra Leone

2022 Civil Society 50%

Improve
coordination to
maximise
contributions
and
engagement in
the SWA
partnership and
the WASH
sector.

WASH-Net
Sierra Leone

2022 Civil Society Reviewing progress
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Commitment Body /
Organizations

Target
Year

Progress
Description

Constituency Progress

Support the
government
efforts to
eliminate open
defecation and
improve access
to basic
sanitation,
especially
developing
national ODF
elimination road
map and
implementing
sanitation at
scale, leaving
no one behind.

UNICEF 2019 External
Support
Agencies

75%

Support the
government
efforts in
monitoring and
reviewing its
performance
towards
achieving SDG
goals, including
evidence
generation to
support
implementation.

UNICEF 2019 External
Support
Agencies

25%

Focal Points

GOVERNMENT

Ms. Doris Bah
Ministry of Health and Sanitation

CIVIL SOCIETY

Musa Ansumana Soko
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WASH-Net

News

View all News & Stories
News

It’s Time to Push for Water and Sanitation in Climate Policy

Extended deadlines for national climate plans present a crucial opportunity for the water and sanitation
sector to influence climate policy. SWA looks at key takeaways from the webinar : Countdown to COP30:
Prioritizing Water and Sanitation in...
20 Feb
News

As Water Disasters Increase, How do We Impact Climate Policy?

In 2024, water disasters claimed at least 8,700 lives, displaced 40 million people, and caused over $550
billion in economic losses, according to The Guardian. These included catastrophic rainfall in Spain, and
record-breaking droughts in Brazil...
24 Jan
News
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President Akufo-Addo of Ghana Signs Compact on Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene 

The President of the Republic of Ghana, H. E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, today signed a historic
Presidential Compact on Water Sanitation and Hygiene, as part of the government’s commitment to
improving public health, increasing climate resilience...
28 Aug
News

Boosting Political Will and Accountability: Six Lessons from the
Dushanbe Water Conference

Last week, SWA’s Head of Policy Lucinda O’Hanlon attended the Dushanbe Water Conference in
Tajikistan, emphasizing the need for increased political prioritization on water and sanitation, as well as
more accountability. Today, she’s reflecting back...
19 Jun

Documents

Sierra Leone 2022 SMM Country Overview

2020 Country Overview: Sierra Leone
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